REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
Title of Publication: 

Other Known Titles: 

Director: 

Producer: 

Publisher: 

Author: 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 

Language: 


26 August 1996 
Spencer Publishing Limited 
Not Applicable 
Alt.Sex. 

Alt.Sex. The New Zealand Fetish Magazine, Issue 
One, August 1996 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

Spencer Publishing Limited 

Not Stated 

Magazine 

New Zealand 

English 


Components of film originally examined: Not Applicable. 

Feature: 

Trailers: 


Excision/Alteration: No 


Running time: 
Running time: 

Total Running time: 


Reasons(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 


... Please turn over 


tmp9BAC.tmp 





Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display conditions: 

Section 27 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the 
publication must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication 
is kept 
and 

That the publication must be publicly displayed only in a sealed package. 


Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine contains sexual material in the form of text, photographs and illustrative 
images of graphic nudity. The majority of the content involves informative description 
of Bondage and Discipline practice. The information speaks to an informed audience 
and identifies issues of safety and consent in the role-playing scenarios of submission/ 
dominance customary to such alternative sexual expression. In this fantasy context 
there is role playing of degradation and the infliction and suffering of pain for sexual 
pleasure. These aspects are discussed under the relevant criteria and given some 
weighting in terms of the extent of the information. The manner of this is constructive, 
affirming safety in practising the activities and the tone is neither harsh nor impactful. 

In addition there is brief mention of urination in association with degrading and sexual 
conduct. This aspect of the role playing is vague and not dwelt upon. Thus, the 
publication itself is not considered to promote or support, or tend to promote or 
support this activity. 

The issues this sexual content raises are considered and balanced with the rights and 
freedoms outlined under section 14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. Due 
to the explicit fetishistic nature of the sexual imagery and description, restriction to an 
adult audience under the Films, Videos and Publications Classification Act 1993 is 
considered to be a reasonable limit prescribed by law. 
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The Classification Office therefore classifies the magazine as a restricted publication, 
namely: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 
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